


Peep through Utica’s History
oneida history center

If you drive along Genesee Street, it is impossible to not see 
a fabulous neo-classical building.

Building itself initially served as Christian Science 
Church, but since 1989 the building changed 
its purpose and it became Oneida county 
history center: museum and archive of
the city Utica.

If you hear about 1989, it doesn’t sound 
long, but if you consider the fact that 
previously the history center was placed in 
different building, you can see that the 
Oneida history center was and still is a specta-
tor of Utica’s history.

The center was founded in 1876. Since then the history cen-
ter collected over 250,000 documents, a lot of artifacts, and 

tons of images from oneida county through the Mohawk 
river valley.

If you are looking for any information about 
history of Utica,  Oneida county, or your own 
ancestry the Oneida county history ce nter is 
place to go.

The center offers everything related to Onei-
da county such as documents, artifacts, letters, 

and genealogy. Especially a lot of students and 
researchers come to the center to find information 

about the revolutionary war.

Base camp of Utica’s cultural heritage

One of the most crucial moments of history of Utica 
was building of Erie canal. This was the time when 
many immigrants came to the area and
decided to stay here.  Accord-
ing to McLain, Rebecca, com-
munity outreach coordinator 
“First people who came was 
welsh and there are a lot of 
irish and italian immigrants... 
even today”

The center collects and 
shares the heritage of those 
immigrants, especially their 
culture, history, and genealogy.

According to McLain there 
are many people who came 
to find their roots from all 
over the world. “we had 
people from New Zealand.. 
England..” she said that as 
long as someone lived in Oneida county and their 
information was donated to the center, the center 
has the records. For utica citizen this is good starting 
point to find one’s roots. 

The center offers many socio-cultural activities.
In order to make these activities even more 

interesting for citizens of Utica 
they cooperate with many var-
ious heritage groups (MWACP, 
DAR, UFA).

Their mutual work results in a 
numerous fascinating lectures 
and performances. “There is saint 
David society which is the welsh 
heritage club, italian heritage 
club... we have done programs 
with them...” Among upcoming 
events is Irish tea fundraiser( 
March 16th). Also the center has 
facebook page for more detail 
information about activities.

The center is not funded by 
government, the center exists 

thanks to volunteers’ work and donations. Many peo-
ple are volunteering in order to preserve the heritage 
of Utica. It is our mission to protect it and deliver to 
next generations.


