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Preliminary Work
My research began by looking at multiple businesses around 
Utica. I wanted to work in the theme of art in some way, 
because I felt that would expose me to artistic outlets in 
the Utica area. I had many places in mind, but landed on 
the tattoo shop; Eternal Images. I chose Eternal Images to 
focus my research on due to how it was a type of art that 
I was largely unfamiliar with, but held an appreciation for. I 
felt that through this process I would be able to learn more 
about the field and the people who are involved.

3



Eternal Images

Upon reading and researching Eternal Images, I felt that I 
wanted to research the owner of the shop, Todd Hunter. 
This is due to how his experience with art is not limited to 
tattooing, but tattoos still clearly are his preferred form of 
expression. I also found the small story about the founding 
of Eternal Images something I wanted to expand upon and 
hear more about. 
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Interview

Following my research, I set up an interview with Todd Hunter. 
Throughout the interview I asked questions that followed the 
theme of art and the story of Eternal Images.  While I was 
asking Hunter questions, I found that I had similarities to him, 
for example his father is also involved in the arts and through 
his influence Hunter began classes at Munson-Williams at a 
young age. This is similar to how my mother is an artist and 
a main reason why I went into and had an interest in the arts 
from a young age.
It was interesting to hear how Hunter had a first hand 
experience seeing the transition of styles and acceptance of 
tattoos. Hearing about his passions reminded me of why I am 
going to school for my passions.
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Inspiration
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For my illustration I wanted to work in different styles of 
tattoos while giving a representation of my experience at 
Eternal Images. I aimed for a reflection of the tattooing 
community and the shop itself as a source of interest. 
I wanted to incorporate photography in an interesting way 
as well. Eternal Images had a strong color pallette of red, 
black, and white and many interesting decorations that are 
unique to the shop. I ultimately chose to create a 
collage-type of illustration as I feel that tattoos are very 
similar to collages with different styles and meanings. I 
looked at different tattooing styles and Hunter’s own work 
to make the illustration reflect Eternal Images.

Sketches
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Rough Drafts

To give a sense of illustrative linework, I chose to incorpo-
rate continuous line for elements of the piece and merged 
that onto the photographic work. Upon critique it was 
agreed that the compostion should flow more into the text 
page and that was done upon the final product.  

8



Completed Piece
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Reflection

Through this process, I have found a new appreciation for 
arts that I am not directly involved in and find that I want to 
talk to many other creatives and find out more about their 
journey and why they chose the path they are on. I also have 
a stronger appreaciation for those who create editorial 
illustrations and spreads through this process on a regular 
basis as it was another form of communication that I was 
unfamiliar with. 
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Shannon Krieg is a Communication Design major with a 
focus in Illustration at Pratt Institute. She has always had 
an interest in art, but only recently introduced to the wide 
array of design and its possibilities. She is passionate about 
communicating ideas in a symbolic way and has always had 
an interest in narratives. Shannon is aspiring to one day be 
involved in a creative work that allows her to partake in 
character design or storyboarding for a studio. She also has 
ambitions in creating her own visual novel in the future.
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